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WFD-2° River Basin Management Plan Consultations on-going
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- Data 2000-2008

- Surface water 

- 26 Member States + CH and NO

- 19 613 stations 

- 5 water body types 

- 545 387 sampling

- 14 567 816 analysis

- 1 168 substances

Database content (EU commission)

Source: GIS layer : Official WFD Districts



Substances SQA-MA

µg/L

(inland

waters)

SQA-MA

µg/L

(other

surface

waters)

SQA-MAC

µg/L

(inland

waters)

SQA-MAC

µg/L

(other surface

waters)

SQA-biota

(µg/kg

fresh weight)

Dicofol 1,3 x 10 -3 3,2 x 10 -5 Nonappl. Nonappl. 33

PFOS 6,5 x 10-4 1,3 x 10 -4 36 7,2 9,1

Quinoxifen 0,15 0,015 2,7 0,54

«Dioxins» Nonappl. Nonappl. 0,008TEQ

Aclonifen 0,12 0,012 0,12 0,012

Bifenox 0,012 0,0012 0,04 0,004

Cibutrina

(irgarol)

0,0025 0,0025 0,016 0,016

Cipermetrina 8x10-5 8x10-6 6x10-4 6x10-5



Biota EQS (directive 2013/39/UE)
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Mandate Task 3
Expert Group CMEP
Chemical Monitoring

and Emerging Pollutants
(2010)

Action 1

Chemical monitoring:
Standardization ,quality assurance, 
field trials, refer. materials

Deliverable 3.1D

Report on the results 
of regular collaborative 
comparisons
with Member States Laboratories
(Responsible: NN)

Deliverable 3.1 E

Status report on lab. 
intercomparisons,
reference materials and other tools
of quality control
(Responsible: NN)

Deliverable 3.1 C

Case studies on implementation
of Commission Directive 2009/90/EC

(Responsible: NN)

Deliverable 3.1 F
Progress Report on Mandate M 424
on standardization for existing 

priority
substances and new standardization 
needs
(Responsible: NN)

Deliverable 3.1 B

Case studies on compliance 
checking,
including statistical methods

(Responsible: NN)

Deliverable 3.1 A_COMPLETED

Finalization of guidance document
on chemical monitoring
of sediment and biota

Action 2

Emerging pollutants:
Effect Based monitoring tools

Deliverable 3.2 A
Summary reports on investigation

of emerging pollutants on a 
European
or river-basin specific level
Responsible: NN)

Deliverable 3.2 B
Summary reports on EU-wide 

information
about levels and occurrences
of emerging pollutants
(Responsible: NN)

Deliverable 3.2 C
Technical reports on the use
of alternative effect-based 
monitoring tools
(biomarker, bioassays)
(Responsible: NN)
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1 st Watch List substances

1. 17 -Alpha -ethinylestradiol (EE2 ) (contraceptive pill ingredient)

2. 17 -Beta -estradiol (E2) (natural hormone/pharmaceutical), to be 
monitored with Estrone (E1) 

3. Diclofenac (painkiller)

4. 2,6 -ditert -butyl -4-methylphenol (industrial chemical -antioxidant)

5. 2-Ethylhexyl 4 -methoxycinnamate (uv filter sunscreen)

6. Macrolide antibiotics (Erythromycin , Clarithromycin, Azithromycin)

7. Methiocarb (plant protection product)

8. Neonicotinoid pesticides (Imidacloprid, Thiacloprid, 
Thiamethoxam, Clothianidin, Acetamiprid) (plant protection 
products/biocides)

9. Oxadiazon (plant protection product)

10. Tri -allate (plant protection product)
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Clarithromycin-reasons for watch-list inclusion
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PNEC Clarithromycin
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2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Year 1 WL 1 Year 2 WL 1 Year 3 WL 1

Reporting Year 1 WL1

Reporting Year 2 WL1

Reporting Year 3 WL1

May 2018: 
adoption of

2nd WL Decision

Year 1 WL2

4th and last 
year of 

monitoring for 
substances 
from WL1

Year 1 WL3

Reporting Year 1 WL2

2019 : adoption 
of 

3rd WL Decision

Year 2 WL3

1st WL Decision



Update of the 1st watch list

Å2-step process :

ÅReviewing the substances in the 1st WL to assess 

whether substances can be removed (substances having 

sufficient high-quality monitoring data)

Å Identifying new substances (substances posing a 

potential risk at EU level but for which the monitoring 

data doesn't allow to confirm the risk)



Review of the substances from the first 

watch list-Decision 5/06/2018

Å Analysis of the 1st year of monitoring data for the 1st WL 

performed by the JRC, in consultation with the WG 

Chemicals.

Å Identification of the following substances to be removed from 

the list because they have sufficient high-quality data : 

Diclofenac, antioxidant, triallate, oxadiazon.

Å Retention of EE2, E2, E1, macrolide antibiotics, methiocarb, 

neonicotinoids.



New substances-Watch List

Decision 5/06/2018

ÅMetaflumizone, former veterinary medicine, currently used as 

a PPP, identified based on results of last prioritisation

Å Amoxicillin and Ciprofloxacin, antibiotics, based on 

research projects on ecotoxicological effects and taking 

account of the revised European Antimicrobial Resistance 

(AMR) Action Plan , which supports the use of the WL to 

"improve knowledge of the occurrence and spread of 

antimicrobials in the environment". Also some indications of 

possible risk (respectively some monitored exceedances / 

modelled exceedances).
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